《Edward’s Family Bible New Testament Notes – Ephesians》(Justin Edward)
Commentator
The work is intended for laymen of its day to understand the Bible, with brief notes, comments, definitions and cross references - a poor man's study Bible.

The Family Bible "with brief notes and instruction [and cross references], designed to give the results of critical investigation, and to assist the Reader to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the inspired word" was first published in 3 volumes in 1851 by the American Tract Society. The comments follow the Authorized Version/KJV.

This Bible was designed "to assist common readers to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the Bible." Marginal references were from the English Polyglot Bible. Massachusetts Clergyman and social reformer (he was active in the Temperance and Sabbath Movements as well as the American Tract Society, Rev. Justin Edwards (1787-1853) wrote the notes and instructions for the Bible. The marginal Scripture references from the Polyglot Bible were included.

From the 'Preface'

"The object of the NOTES in this Family Bible is to assist common readers to understand the teaching of the Holy Spirit in the revealed word, by giving, in the plainest and briefest manner, the results of sound, judicious critical and prayerful investigation.

Some of the INSTRUCTIONS suggested by each chapter, are added in the hope of inducing all who read the Bible to form the habit of drawing from it such practical instructions as will tend most to their growth in knowledge and in grace, and to furnish them thoroughly for every good work.

The endeavor rightly to apprehend and rightly to express the meaning of the Holy Ghost in the passages examined, has been delightful; and it is hoped that, through the divine blessing, great and lasting benefits will result to many." 

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 3
In heavenly places; the word "places" is supplied by the translators. Some propose to render, in heavenly things, things pertaining to our preparation for heaven. But everywhere else in this epistle the word means heavenly places, Ephesians 1:20; Ephesians 2:6; Ephesians 3:10; Ephesians 6:12, rendered in our version "high places"; and this meaning may be retained here, as denoting the place where these spiritual blessings are prepared for us, where we shall finally enjoy them in full measure, and whence we now receive, through the Holy Ghost, the earnest of them. Compare verse Ephesians 1:14. 

In Christ; as much as to say, All these spiritual blessings come to us by virtue of our union with Christ. And so verse Ephesians 1:4, "He hath chosen us in him." 

Verse 4
That we should be holy; he has not chosen us on the ground that we, of ourselves, make ourselves holy, but purposed that we should be made holy by the power of his Spirit. 

In love; referring, according to the punctuation of our version, to those whom God has chosen to be holy and without blame, as being in a state of love, which is the sum of all the Christian graces. Others join these words with the following verse: "In love having predestinated us," etc. Holiness of heart and life is sure evidence of having been predestinated to salvation, through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth. 

Verse 5
To himself; to be connected immediately with "the adoption of children," and meaning children which he has adopted to himself-taken by adoption into his own family. 

Verse 6
Accepted in the Beloved; namely, in Christ. 

Verse 7
Through his blood; making atonement for our sins. 

Verse 8
In all wisdom and prudence; in the bestowal upon us of all wisdom and understanding in spiritual things, as he goes on to show in the next verse. Others refer these words to God’s wisdom and prudence as exercised in bestowing upon us his grace. 

Verse 9
The mystery; that which is explained in verse Ephesians 1:10. Men have no correct views of salvation through faith in Christ, except as God reveals it to them; and no disposition to believe on him except as God gives it. 

Verse 10
The dispensation of the fulness of times; the Christian dispensation appointed by him, to be introduced when the full time should come. 

Gather together in one; unite into one holy kingdom. 

All things; in the widest sense, by subjecting every thing in heaven and earth to the dominion of Christ. 

Verse 11
We; Jewish believers. 

An inheritance; heirship with Christ to the blessedness of heaven. 

Verse 12
We-who first trusted; the gospel was first preached to the Jews, and from them were its first fruits gathered. 

Verse 13
Ye, also; ye Gentiles also. 

Sealed; as belonging to Christ by receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Verse 14
Earnest; pledge or first-fruit of heavenly felicity. 

Redemption of the purchased possession; complete salvation of his ransomed people. The reception of the Holy Spirit, and the blessedness which he bestows on those who follow his guidance, are sure pledges and earnests that, in due time, he will give them in perfection the blessedness of heaven. 

Verse 18
The hope of his calling; the hope which he has called you to enjoy. 

Of his inheritance; the inheritance which he gives. 

In the saints; or, among the saints. These words are added to define the persons upon whom this glorious inheritance is bestowed. 

Verse 19
To us-ward who believe; manifested towards us who believe, not merely in this life, but also in that to come. The exercise of this power extends over the whole work of the believer’s redemption, from his calling and the quickening of his soul in regeneration to his final glorification in heaven. 

Verse 20
Which he wrought in Christ; as our head. God manifests in the redemption of Christ’s members the same divine power which he exercised in Christ their head. The greatness of power and grace of God manifested when he leads men to believe on Christ, and raises them from spiritual death to spiritual life, should fill them with adoring gratitude, and bind them for ever in cheerful and hearty obedience to his will. 

Verse 21
Principality, and power-every name that is named; these terms describe every order of intelligent beings in heaven and on earth; every creature that bears a name. 

Verse 22
Head over all things; all things in the creation. 

To the church; for its good. 

Verse 23
Which is his body; compare John 15:1-7. 

The fulness; Christ’s body the church is called his fulness, as being throughout filled with his gifts and graces. 

That filleth all in all; or who filleth all things with all things. For Christ is the creator of all things, and he fills them with whatever powers and privileges they possess. 

02 Chapter 2 

Verse 1
Quickened; made alive. 

Dead in trespasses and sins; it is a living death which the apostle describes. They were dead to God and holiness, and alive to this world and fleshly lust. They lived in trespasses and sins, and this is spiritual death. 

Verse 2
In time past; in their unconverted state. 

The prince of the power of the air; Satan, the ruler of the power of the air, that is, of the empire of evil spirits, whose abode is the air. Satan does much to lead men to disobey God, and when they violate divine laws they take part with Satan against Jehovah. 

Verse 3
Among whom; namely, among which children of disobedience. 

We all; Jews and Gentiles. 

Had our conversation; lived. 

Desires of the flesh; bodily appetites and passions. 

Of the mind; such as pride, envy, covetousness, and ambition. 

By nature; naturally children of wrath, because children of disobedience. All men naturally are more pleased in gratifying their bodily appetites, and the selfish inclinations of their own hearts, than in learning and doing the will of God; thus showing that they are opposed to holiness, in love with sin, and heirs of divine wrath. 

Verse 5
Together with Christ; as God raised Christ from the dead in behalf of his people and as their surety, so they, by virtue of their union with him, had been raised from spiritual death, which is the pledge of their future union with Christ in the resurrection of the body also to a glorious immortality. 

Verse 6
Raised us up together-made us sit together; that is, together with Christ, as in the preceding verse. 

In heavenly places; see note to chap Ephesians 1:3. 

In Christ Jesus; all this takes place in and through our union with Christ. 

Verse 8
And that; your being saved by grace through faith. 

The gift of God; all that is good in man, and all the good which he enjoys, are the gracious gift of God. 

Verse 10
His workmanship; of our spiritual life, God is the author. 

Before ordained; it was ever the purpose and will of God, that those to whom he gives spiritual life should be holy and abound in good works. The deliverance of men from a state of sin and death, by making them alive to holiness, is of God. It springs from his love, is the fruit of his Spirit, and is given not merely to save men from perdition, but to manifest in all ages and worlds the riches of his grace, in kindness to believers, through Jesus Christ. 

Verse 11
Remember; the apostle affectionately reminds the gentile converts of the unspeakable gift they have received in being introduced, through Christ, into his church. 

Gentiles in the flesh; in contrast with "the circumcision in the flesh"; meaning, men who bore in their flesh, as uncircumcised, the marks of their being Gentiles. 

Uncircumcision; uncircumcised Gentiles. 

Circumcision in the flesh; Jews, who had the outward sign of circumcision, but not the thing signified by it. 

Verse 12
Aliens from the commonwealth of Israel; not belonging, even outwardly, to the people who were in covenant with God, had his knowledge, and maintained his worship. 

Covenants of promise; those made with Abraham and his seed. 

No hope; no hope in God, to whom ye were strangers. 

Without God; without the knowledge of God and an interest in his salvation. 

Verse 13
In Christ Jesus; by your union with him through faith. 

Are made nigh; brought near to God’s spiritual commonwealth and admitted into it. 

By the blood of Christ; making atonement for your sins. 

Verse 14
Our peace; the author and ground of our peace-peace in the widest sense: first, between man and God, verses Ephesians 2:16-18; and then, as a consequence of this, between Jews and Gentiles, verses Ephesians 2:14-15. 

Both one; Jews and Gentiles, one body. 

The middle wall; the ceremonial law, which, till the death of Christ, separated Jews and Gentiles. 

Verse 15
Abolished in his flesh; by his death he abolished the ceremonial law, that cause of enmity and separation between Jews and Gentiles. 

Contained in ordinances; thus he characterizes the Mosaic economy as a system of outward ordinances. 

Of twain; of the two parties, Jews and Gentiles. 

One new man; one new body, of which he should be the head. 

Verse 16
Both; both Jews and Gentiles. 

In one body; in one spiritual body, namely, the Christian church. 

By the cross; by his bloody death on the cross as an expiation for sin. 

Having slain the enmity; by annulling the Jewish ceremonial law, which was the ground of the enmity between Jews and Gentiles. 

Thereby; literally, in it; that is, by dying upon it. 

Verse 17
To you; you Gentiles, which were afar off; from God. See verse Ephesians 2:12. 

To them that were nigh; to the Jews, who, in their outward relation, were nigh to God. To both he preached peace with God, and thus with one another. 

Verse 18
Peace with God, peace with conscience, and peace with one another, are the fruit of faith in Christ. By his Spirit he produces in those who believe on him a filial temper, gives them access to God as their Father, and leads them, as his children, from love to him to love one another. 

Verse 20
Are built; into a spiritual temple. 

The foundation of the apostles and prophets; the foundation laid by them; in other words, the doctrine preached by them, the corner-stone of which is Jesus Christ. The fact, that in describing the foundation of the church, Paul, under the guidance of the Holy Ghost, says nothing of Peter, but teaches that it is built on Christ, as preached by apostles and prophets, is conclusive evidence that the belief of its being built on Peter, or any mere creature, is an error. 

Verse 21
In whom; not in Peter or Paul, but in Christ; in whom all true Christians believe, and on whom they rely for salvation. 

Groweth; as a living temple made of living stones, 1 Peter 2:5. 

Verse 22
Ye also; ye Gentiles, as well as the Jews. 

For a habitation of God through the Spirit; God dwells in the hearts of his people who are united to him through faith and love, and thus each believer is his temple. Isaiah 57:15; John 14:23; John 17:21; John 17:23; John 17:26. In like manner he dwells in his church, which is made up of believers united to him and to each other, and thus the church is, as here, his temple. Compare 1 Corinthians 3:16; 1 Peter 2:5. The church of God is not composed merely of ministers of the gospel, but of all who are united by faith to Jesus Christ, and in whom he dwells by his Spirit. 

03 Chapter 3 

Verse 1
For this cause; in view of all that has been said concerning your introduction through Christ, to the household of faith. 

The prisoner of Jesus Christ; one who is subjected to imprisonment for the cause of Jesus Christ. 

For you Gentiles; he was especially called to preach the gospel to the Gentiles, and admit them to the church without circumcision, on an equal footing with the Jews. For this he had been persecuted, and was not imprisoned. This first verse is the beginning of a sentence which is virtually resumed and continued at verse Ephesians 3:14, the intermediate verses being an expansion of the idea contained in the words, "for you Gentiles." 

Verse 3
The mystery; namely, that explained in verse Ephesians 3:6, that the Gentiles, through faith in Christ, were to be partakers of his salvation on equal terms with the Jews, and without the observance of Jewish ceremonies. 

As I wrote afore; as I wrote a little above, chap Ephesians 2:12-21. 

Verse 6
The gospel was designed to make all who embrace it children of God, and members of one family; to give them free access to him as their Father, and lead them to love one another as brethren. So far as it does not produce these effects on those who profess it, they have reason to fear that they have never experienced its power. 

Verse 7
His power; his power in me, qualifying me for the office to which he has called me. 

Verse 9
What is the fellowship of the mystery; the mystery is that, through faith in Christ, Gentiles and Jews were to be united to God and one another in holy fellowship and communion for ever. "The fellowship of the mystery" would be the fellowship of Gentiles with Jews, which the revelation of this mystery discloses. But another and better authenticated reading is, "what is the dispensation of the mystery"; that is, a dispensation which has the revelation of this mystery as its foundation principle. 

Hid in God; hid, as it were, among the secret counsels of God. 

Who created all things; and has therefore the absolute right to order all things according to his own counsel. 

Verse 10
Principalities and powers; the different orders of heavenly beings. 

By the church; by means of God’s dealings with the church. This is one of those passages which represent the angelic orders as studying with deep interest the dealings of God with men in the work of redemption. Compare 1 Peter 1:12. 

Verse 11
The blessings of grace, which, for Christ’s sake, God bestows on those who believe, are the fruits of his eternal purpose, and are given not merely to save them, but to show to the universe the perfections of his character as they could not otherwise be made known. 

Verse 13
My tribulations; on account of preaching the gospel to the Gentiles, for which he was then a prisoner at Rome. 

Your glory; the means of promoting your glory; that is, promotive of your heavenly glory, with all the earnests of it which ye now receive through the Holy Spirit. 

Verse 14
For this cause; see note to verse Ephesians 3:1. 

Verse 15
Of whom; of God as its author and head. 

The whole family; or, as the original implies, every family; namely, every one of the different orders of holy beings in heaven and earth. 

Is named; bears his name as the common Father of each; so that all orders of holy beings in heaven and earth are thus united into one glorious fellowship. The apostle introduces this as the climax of that great idea which he labors throughout the epistle to unfold-the union of all holy beings in God through Christ. 

Verse 16
In the inner man; by a great increase of love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance, and all the fruits of the Spirit. 

Verse 17
Dwell in your hearts; as the object of supreme affection. 

Rooted and grounded; fixed as trees in a deep, fruitful soil, and firm as a building on a rock. 

Verse 18
Comprehend; understand more and more of the inexhaustible, eternal love of Christ, the fulness of which infinitely transcends all finite comprehension. 

Verse 19
With all the fulness of God; more literally, unto all the fulness of God. So filled with his light, truth, love, holiness, and bliss, as to become in your measure like him, and shine in the glory of his image for ever. Faith in Christ is the means not only of justification, but of sanctification; rendering men stedfast and persevering in duty, enlarging their apprehensions of his love, and causing them to become more and more like him, till they are complete in the perfect image of God. 

Verse 21
The glories to which God will finally exalt his people, can be comprehended by none but himself. His saints will be for ever enlarging their comprehensions; and yet, at every future period, their anticipations of what is to come will fill them with profounder adoration and a warmer zeal, and be drawing forth louder and sweeter praises to God and the Lamb for ever. 

04 Chapter 4 

Verse 1
Therefore; on account of the glorious truths revealed in the gospel. 

Walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called; in a manner corresponding with its high and holy nature. 

Verse 3
The unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace; be united in affection and live in peace, according to the leading of the Holy Spirit. The privileges and blessings graciously bestowed upon believers, lay them under peculiar obligations to be meek and lowly in heart, patient under trials, forgiving of injuries, and active in promoting the union and harmony of all friends of God. 

Verse 4
One body; the church, the body of Christ, of which all true believers are members. 

One Spirit; one Holy Spirit dwelling in the hearts of all, and animating all. 

One hope; hope of heaven, through faith in the divine Redeemer. 

Verse 5
One Lord; Jesus Christ. 

One faith; in respect to both its object, its origin, and its inward character. It is faith in the one gospel of Christ, it is wrought in our souls by the one Spirit of God; and it is one in its nature and effects, being a faith which works by love, purifies the heart, and overcomes the world. 

One baptism; for all are baptized into one Saviour. 

Verse 6
In you all; by his Spirit to enlighten, comfort, strengthen, sanctify, and save you. John 14:23; John 17:23. 

Verse 7
But unto every one of us is given grace; here, as in Romans 12:3-8, and 1 Corinthians 12:1-31, the apostle exhibits, in connection with the essential unity of believers, the diversity of their particular gifts; for grace here is grace qualifying us for particular offices. 

According to the measure of the gift of Christ; according as Christ has measured out to each his gift. 

Verse 8
He saith; Psalms 68:18. The apostle does not quote literally, but gives the spirit and scope of the passage, which is, that the gifts received by the ascended Saviour he bestows upon men. 

Ascended up; into heaven. 

Led captivity captive; triumphed over all his foes, and led multitudes captive as trophies of his victory. 

Verse 9
The lower parts of the earth; understood by some simply of his humiliation in descending from heaven to earth. But the words more naturally mean his descent into Hades, or the world of spirits, which is mentioned as the extreme of his humiliation. 

Verse 10
Far above all heavens; to the highest state of heavenly dignity, authority, and glory. Matthew 28:18. 

Fill all things; as God, with his omnipresent power and grace. 

Verse 11
Apostles-prophets, etc; see notes to the parallel passage in 1 Corinthians 12:28. 

Verse 13
Till we all come; come fully. 

In the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God; better, as the margin, "into the unity," etc.; meaning that unity which full establishment in the faith and knowledge of the Son of God gives. For the greater the measure of our faith and knowledge, the greater our unity in that faith and knowledge, and thus our unity with God and each other. 

Unto a perfect man; a full-grown, mature man, in contrast with babes in Christ. Verse Ephesians 4:14. 

The fulness of Christ; the fulness that belongs to Christ; that is, Christ considered in his body the church. The kind and the measure of the different gifts which God bestows upon different Christians are according to his wise eternal purpose, and designed to promote the holiness and happiness of his kingdom. All these gifts therefore should be so employed as is best adapted to accomplish this end. 

Verse 14
They; men who practise sleight and cunning craftiness; meaning the false teachers, who sought to unsettle believers in faith. 

Verse 15
Speaking the truth; the original word means rather, walking in the truth, being truthful in word and deed. 

May grow up into him; so as to become mature men in him. Verse Ephesians 4:13. 

In all things; in all parts of our Christian character. 

Verse 16
From whom; as the head and source of life. These words are to be connected immediately with the close of the verse, "maketh increase," etc. Compare the parallel passage, Colossians 2:19. 

Every joint supplieth; to the nourishment and growth of the body. 

According to the effectual working; the vital energy which is in the measure of every part; according as God has measured out to each part its office. The church is beautifully compared in this verse to the human body under the direction of the head, and rendered perfect by every member performing its appropriate office, so that there is a common interest, a common sympathy, and what promotes the good of one promotes that of all. 

Verse 17
In the vanity of their mind; devoted to vain and sinful pursuits. 

Verse 18
The life of God; which God gives, and which is in communion with God. 

Blindness; hardness and perversity. Their ignorance then is sinful, because it has a sinful cause. 

Verse 19
Past feeling; having become insensible to moral and religious impressions. 

Verse 20
Learned Christ; the knowledge of Christ includes the knowledge of his doctrine; for we know him as our teacher, as well as our Lord and Saviour. 

Verse 22
Concerning the former conversation; as respects your former life. 

The old man; so thorough and radical is the change, that it is best described as a putting off of our former selves. 

Deceitful lusts; literally, lusts of deceit, lusts which have their ground in error and self-delusion. Compare note to verse Ephesians 4:24. 

Verse 24
After God; after God’s image. 

Is created in righteousness and true holiness; literally, in righteousness and holiness of truth, in that righteousness and holiness which have their ground in the knowledge and obedience of the truth. Even Christians have need of being often exhorted to be renewed in the spirit of their minds, to put off the old man, and put on the new; for they are at best only partially sanctified, and must make great advances in knowledge, piety, righteousness, and true holiness, before they will be fitted for heaven. 

Verse 25
Members one of another; belong to one body, have one interest, and should no more deceive one another than ourselves. 

Verse 26
Sin not; by being in anger without or beyond just cause; or by indulging it too long, in a wrong spirit, or for a wrong end. 

Verse 27
Neither give place; hearken not to the devil, who will tempt you to hate such as injure you, and to seek revenge. 

Verse 28
The thing which is good; in a lawful and useful business. 

Verse 29
Minister grace; tend to promote the salvation of those who hear you speak. 

Verse 30
Grieve not the Holy Spirit; by refusing or neglecting to follow his directions. 

Sealed; marked as the property, and distinguished as the children of God, by the effects which the Holy Spirit produces in you. 

Redemption; final and complete salvation. 

Verse 32
Sacred regard to truth; freedom from violent, revengeful, or protracted anger; strict and conscientious integrity; diligence in lawful and useful business; compassion towards the needs, and a disposition to aid them-are all essential to completeness of Christian character: and no one has any more true religion than he has in these respects likeness to Christ. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verse 1
Followers of God; imitators of him, especially in his love to men. We have reason for everlasting gratitude to God that he has given us a perfect example; and it should be our great object perfectly to imitate it. 

Verse 2
Sweet-smelling savor; peculiarly pleasing and acceptable to God. 

Verse 3
Covetousness; the excessive desire of worldly gain, leading to its unlawful pursuit. 

Verse 4
Filthiness; obscenity in words or actions. 

Not convenient; not fit, proper, useful. A grateful temper, and the habit of expressing it in thanksgiving to God, form a safeguard against temptation and against improprieties of thought, word, and deed. 

Verse 5
Covetous man; one who regards supremely earthly good. See note to verse Ephesians 5:3. 

Verse 6
Let no man deceive you; by inducing you to think such persons as are mentioned, verse Ephesians 5:5, can go to heaven. 

Verse 7
Those who maintain that continuance in sin will not exclude men from heaven are deceivers. As such they should be treated, and their doctrines be rejected. 

Verse 8
Darkness; living in ignorance and sin. 

Light in the Lord; enlightened and renewed by virtue of your union with the Lord Jesus. 

As children of light; those who belong to the kingdom of light, of which God in Christ is the head. 

Verse 10
Proving; in an experimental way, by the actual subjection of yourselves to the will of God. See note to Romans 12:2. 

Verse 12
It is a shame even to speak of those things; they are too vile to be mentioned or even thought of but with abhorrence. 

Verse 13
Are made manifest by the light; by the light that reproof sheds upon them, thus revealing their heinous character. 

Whatsoever doth make manifest is light; rather, as the same word has just been rendered, whatsoever is made manifest, namely, by reproof, is light-it ceases to lie hid in the dark, and is seen in its true character. 

Verse 14
He saith; the Lord saith, namely, by the general tenor of his word. 

Sleepest; are stupid and senseless in the darkness and pollution of sin. 

Arise from the dead; wake from death in sin to a sense of thy guilty, lost condition, and look to Him who died for thee, and he will make thee light, and thus sanctify and save thee. The deadness of men in trespasses and sins is not such as to free them from obligation to awake and rise to newness of life. Of course ministers of the gospel are bound to call upon them thus to awake without delay; and under the influence with which God accompanies this call, all should hear and obey. 

Verse 15
Circumspectly; with caution and habitual regard to what is God’s will. Verse Ephesians 5:10. 

Not as fools; regardless of danger. But as wise; perceiving the evil, and avoiding it-the good, and pursuing it. 

Verse 16
Redeeming the time; time considered as furnishing opportunity for serving Christ; in other words, making the most of every opportunity. 

The days are evil; days of wickedness, such as will oppose many hinderances to your Christian activity. 

Verse 18
Be not drunk; for drunkenness will prevent you from understanding and doing the divine will, and bring upon you the wrath of God. 

Excess; abandoned wickedness of all sorts. 

The Spirit; the Holy Spirit. Invite his influences, receive his consolations, and yield yourselves to his guidance. Wine, in all countries, is intoxicating; and Christians who use it as a beverage, are exposed to the sin of drunkenness. 

Verse 21
Submitting yourselves; yielding cheerful obedience to proper authority, from regard to God, who established it. This general precept he then proceeds to expand by the mention of particular cases. The only security from the most debasing crimes is, in being habitually under the influences of the Holy Spirit, actively engaged in the service of God, and in the conscientious discharge of duty. 

Verse 22
As unto the Lord; as those who, in obeying their husbands, obey the Lord Jesus, because he requires such obedience. 

Verse 23
And he; Christ. 

Is the Saviour of the body; the church, which is his body. 

Verse 24
In every thing; see note to chap Ephesians 6:1. 

Verse 25
As Christ-loved the church; with a pure, ardent, self-sacrificing love. 

Verse 27
One of the great institutions of God for keeping alive in this world and securing to men the benefits of the knowledge and worship of himself, is that of the family; and the feelings and conduct of the wife towards her husband, and the husband towards his wife, may make it a nursery for and foretaste of heaven, or a preparation for and an emblem of hell. 

Verse 28
Loveth himself; with allusion to the scriptural declaration, "they shall be one flesh." Genesis 2:24. Their union is so intimate and indissoluble that their happiness is inseparable; and what promotes the interest of one, promotes that of the other. 

Verse 29
As the Lord the church; which is "his flesh and his bones," verse Ephesians 5:30. As a man cares for himself, and as Christ cares for his church, so a husband should care for his wife. 

Verse 30
Members of his body; so that he loves and cherishes us as his own flesh. 

Verse 31
For this cause; on account of the oneness which God has formed between a man and his wife, which represents the union between Christ and believers, and is somewhat like the union between the soul and body. The union for life of one man and one woman in marriage, was designed by God to illustrate the union of Christ and his people; and the spirit which he manifests towards his church is that which they should manifest towards each other. 

Verse 32
A great mystery; the mystery of the union of Christ and believers, represented by the marriage union, and which makes it proper for the Holy Ghost to speak of believers as members of the body of Christ, of his flesh and of his bones, and of their being so joined to the Lord as to be one spirit. 1 Corinthians 6:17. 

But I speak concerning Christ and the church; in other words, My object is to direct your thoughts to the higher relation of Christ to his church, which is shadowed forth by the lower relation of husband and wife. 

Verse 33
Nevertheless; as much as to say, But to drop this mystical application of the marriage relation. 

Reverence; honor him, respect his authority, and thus promote the peace, usefulness, and happiness of the family. It is the duty and the privilege of husbands and wives, from supreme love to God, to love themselves and each other-to perform any labors, submit to any self-denials, and make any sacrifices which may be needful for his glory and their highest individual and mutual welfare. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verse 1
Obey your parents; it is to be understood here, as in chap Ephesians 5:24, that the obedience enjoined extends to all things not contrary to Christ’s commands; for the addition, in the Lord, that is, obey as those who are in the Lord, and make his will the law of their being, excludes obedience to those commands which are contrary to Christ’s word. 

Verse 2
With promise; with a promise annexed, namely, that of long life and great blessings. Exodus 20:12. 

Verse 3
The gospel inculcates perfect fidelity in the discharge of all the relative duties of life; and children who are kind, respectful, and obedient to parents, take the way to become blessings to themselves, their parents, the church of God, and the world. 

Verse 4
Provoke not your children; give them no just occasion to be angry or to feel as if they were injured. As the highest good of children in this life and the life to come requires them, in all things right, to obey their parents, it is the duty of parents to take the course which is best suited to secure this, and lead their children also to obey their Father in heaven. In order to this, they must obey him themselves, daily seek his guidance and blessings, instruct their children to do his will, and present to them the motives which he has revealed. They must also accustom their children, from their earliest years, promptly to submit their wills to the will of their parents, so that it shall, by habit, become easy and pleasant. 

Verse 5
Masters according to the flesh; persons to whom you justly owe service, or who by human laws have power to force you to serve them. Obey their commands whenever you can do it without disobeying the commands of your Master in heaven. 

With fear and trembling; reverentially, and with that fear of God which is the beginning of wisdom, and which shall make you anxious to please him. 

As unto Christ; for the purpose of honoring him and promoting his cause. 

Verse 6
Not with eye-service; not outwardly merely, while men are looking on, or for the purpose of pleasing them-not a constrained external service, but from the heart, out of regard to God. 

Verse 7
With good will; kind and cheerful readiness. 

Verse 8
The same shall he receive; the servant shall be rewarded by God for obeying him, as certainly and abundantly as if he were not a servant. Servants are bound to be servants of Christ, and from love to him to obey, in things not wicked, their earthly masters; and to do it for the purpose of pleasing him: showing the excellence of his religion, and promoting its influence in the world. For doing this, they will receive from him a gracious and glorious reward. 

Verse 9
Do the same things; be governed by the same supreme regard to God which is inculcated on servants, and manifest the same kind, benevolent, and cheerful readiness to please God in your conduct towards them, which they are required to manifest in their conduct towards you. 

Forbearing threatening; avoiding it, and seeking to win them to the love and service of God. They are your brethren, children of the same heavenly Father, redeemed by the same almighty Saviour, and you must stand with them before the same impartial Judge. 

Neither is there respect of persons with him; you will not be favored because you are masters., nor they less favored because they are servants. Your more elevated position increases your responsibility, and if you do not possess and manifest the spirit of Christ, will increase your condemnation. Masters are bound to be servants of Christ, doing his will from the heart, and manifesting towards their servants his spirit; doing to them in all things as, under a change of circumstances, they ought to wish their servants to do to them; knowing that Christ requires this, and that they are both to stand before him in judgment, and to receive for eternity, not according to their outward condition, but according to their character and conduct. 

Verse 10
Be strong in the Lord; as those who are united by faith to the Lord Jesus, and depend on him for strength and all needed aid to perform every duty, bear every trial, and conquer every foe. 

In the power of his might; in the power possessed by you, which his might furnishes. Although all our strength in the Christian life comes from God, it is still our duty to have strength, because it is our duty to look to God for it in faith and humility, and when we so look, we always receive it. 

Verse 11
Armor of God; that which he has provided in and through Jesus Christ, and furnishes by his word, Spirit, and providence. 

Wiles; devices, stratagems to deceive and destroy. 

Verse 12
We wrestle not against flesh and blood; weak men like ourselves. Our great contest is not with men, but with various orders of evil spirits, styled principalities, powers, and rulers of darkness. 

The rulers of the darkness of this world; those evil spirits who rule this world in and through the spiritual darkness that prevails in it. 

Spiritual wickedness; or, spiritual powers of wickedness, armies of evil spirits. 

In high places; in the regions of the air. See note to chap Ephesians 2:2. 

Verse 13
The whole armor of God; literally the panoply of God; namely, the complete armor which he has provided for you in the gospel of his Son. 

The evil day; when tempted to sin, assailed by enemies, and beset with trials. 

Having done all; having gone through with the whole conflict. 

Verse 14
Having your loins girt about with truth; having for the girdle of your loins truth in word and deed. The allusion is to the military girdle, which was worn about the loins for strength, and not for mere ornament. 

The breastplate of righteousness; the "righteousness and holiness of truth," chap Ephesians 4:24, which is wrought in the soul by God’s Spirit. 

Verse 15
Your feet shod; the reference is to the military shoes of warriors. 

The preparation of the gospel of peace; the inward preparation of mind which the gospel of peace gives. For by shedding abroad in the soul "the peace of God which passeth all understanding," the gospel furnishes it with courage, zeal, and alacrity for every duty. 

Verse 16
Fiery darts; in allusion to the darts fitted with burning substances that were used by the ancients. 

The wicked; the wicked one, the devil. He means the fiery temptations inward and outward by which Satan seeks to destroy us, and which can be quenched only by faith. 

Verse 17
The helmet of salvation; in 1 Thessalonians 5:8, he says, "for a helmet, the hope of salvation." The sword of the Spirit; the sword which the Spirit furnishes. The apostle would have us stand firm in the faith and practice of the gospel, and ever ready to propagate and promote it; relying with implicit confidence on Christ, and expecting the fulfilment of his declarations; acquainted with the Scriptures, and using them for doctrine, reproof, correction, and instruction in righteousness; habitually and fervently praying, in secret, in the family, and in public, not only for yourselves but for all Christians, and especially for ministers of Christ; that without fear of man they may preach the whole gospel in its just application to all their hearers. 

Verse 18
None will stand firm under the banner of Christ, and fight perseveringly and successfully with Satan and his allies, but those who rely on Christ for strength, and clothe themselves with the armor which he has provided. But taking the Bible for their guide, and habitually seeking the presence of the Holy Spirit, under a Leader who never was and never will be overcome, they may go triumphantly from conquering to conquer. 

Verse 21
Tychicus; by whom Paul sent this epistle from Rome to Ephesus. 

Verse 22
Comfort your hearts; by hearing of the goodness of God to Paul, the success of the gospel, and the readiness of God to aid and bless all who put their trust in him. 

